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Carolyn Wilkins grew up defending her racial identity. Because of her light complexion and wavy hair, she
spent years struggling to convince others that she was black. Her family’s prominence set Carolyn’s
experiences even further apart from those of the average African American. Her father and uncle were well-
known lawyers who had graduated from Harvard Law School. Another uncle had been a child prodigy and
protégé of Albert Einstein. And her grandfather had been America's first black assistant secretary of labor.

Carolyn's parents insisted she follow the color-conscious rituals of Chicago's elite black
bourgeoisie—experiences Carolyn recalls as some of the most miserable of her entire life. Only in the
company of her mischievous Aunt Marjory, a woman who refused to let the conventions of “proper” black
society limit her, does Carolyn feel a true connection to her family's African American heritage.

When Aunt Marjory passes away, Carolyn inherits ten bulging scrapbooks filled with family history and
memories. What she finds in these photo albums inspires her to discover the truth about her ancestors—a
quest that will eventually involve years of research, thousands of miles of travel, and much soul-searching.

Carolyn learns that her great-grandfather John Bird Wilkins was born into slavery and went on to become a
teacher, inventor, newspaperman, renegade Baptist minister, and a bigamist who abandoned five children.
And when she discovers that her grandfather J. Ernest Wilkins may have been forced to resign from his labor
department post by members of the Eisenhower administration, Carolyn must confront the bittersweet fruits
of her family's generations-long quest for status and approval.

Damn Near White is an insider’s portrait of an unusual American family. Readers will be drawn into
Carolyn’s journey as she struggles to redefine herself in light of the long-buried secrets she uncovers.
Tackling issues of class, color, and caste, Wilkins reflects on the changes of African American life in U.S.
history through her dedicated search to discover her family’s powerful story.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

This Damn Near White: An African American Family's Rise from Slavery to Bittersweet Success book is
just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Damn Near White: An African American Family's Rise
from Slavery to Bittersweet Success without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Damn Near White: An African American Family's
Rise from Slavery to Bittersweet Success can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Damn Near
White: An African American Family's Rise from Slavery to Bittersweet Success having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gerald Morin:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-
book. The book Damn Near White: An African American Family's Rise from Slavery to Bittersweet Success
it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book has high quality.

Edith Stewart:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Damn Near
White: An African American Family's Rise from Slavery to Bittersweet Success the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get before. The Damn Near White: An African American Family's Rise from
Slavery to Bittersweet Success giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Larry Chaffin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a



book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Damn Near White:
An African American Family's Rise from Slavery to Bittersweet Success will give you a new experience in
studying a book.
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