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Medical error as defined in Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and
Social Causes encompasses many categories including, but not limited to, medical error, hospital-acquired
infections, medication errors, deaths from misdiagnosis, deaths from infectious diarrhea in nursing homes,
surgical and post-operative complications, lethal blood clots in veins, and excessive radiation from CT scans.
When the deaths from these categories are counted they become the leading cause of fatality to Americans,
outpacing cancer and heart disease. Add the numbers of fatalities (mortality) to the millions each year who
are injured (morbidity) and whose quality of life is forever effected, and an epidemic of harm is defined.

The book describes the many systemic and social causes of medical error and iatrogenic events, all of which
are cited in the peer-review science, that have a direct effect on the epidemic of patient injury, but are rarely
or never considered. These systemic causes include factory medicine (for-profit medicine), staffing ratios in
clinical and non-clinical departments, shift work, healthcare working conditions, lack of accountability, legal
issues that conflict with patient safety issues, bullying and hierarchical relationships, training of healthcare
workers that never rises to the level of risk, and injury to healthcare workers. The premise of the book is that
if the systemic or social causes are not considered or changed, then medical error will continue to be an
epidemic and no substantial impact in the numbers will be realized.

An expert with 30 years of experience as a health and safety officer in healthcare and as an activist for
community health and safety issues, editor and author William Charney explores the issues surrounding
medical errors and examines the science behind possible solutions. He presents an efficient dialogue that
produces a more systemic exploration and targeting of the causes of medical error and drives an exacting
message: we are dealing with an epidemic of harm, and unless systemic issues are solved, little will change
to subdue the epidemic.

Information on the June 2012 Conference on the Epidemic of Medical Errors & Hospital Acquired Infections
in the US and Canada: the Systemic Causes can be found on the CRC Press Issuu page.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and
Social Causes.

William Marquis:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-
Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suited book with you?

Anne Shibata:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Epidemic of Medical Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Epidemic of Medical
Errors and Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes giving you one more experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kimberly Casselman:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Epidemic of Medical Errors and
Hospital-Acquired Infections: Systemic and Social Causes which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.
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