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The publication of Victor Klemperer's secret diaries brings to light one of the most extraordinary documents
of the Nazi period. "In its cool, lucid style and power of observation," said The New York Times, "it is the
best written, most evocative, most observant record of daily life in the Third Reich." I Will Bear Witness is a
work of literature as well as a revelation of the day-by-day horror of the Nazi years.
        
A Dresden Jew, a veteran of World War I, a man of letters and historian of great sophistication, Klemperer
recognized the danger of Hitler as early as 1933. His diaries, written in secrecy, provide a vivid account of
everyday life in Hitler's Germany.
        
What makes this book so remarkable, aside from its literary distinction, is Klemperer's preoccupation with
the thoughts and actions of ordinary Germans: Berger the greengrocer, who was given Klemperer's house
("anti-Hitlerist, but of course pleased at the good exchange"), the fishmonger, the baker, the much-visited
dentist. All offer their thoughts and theories on the progress of the war: Will England hold out? Who listens
to Goebbels? How much longer will it last?
        
This symphony of voices is ordered by the brilliant, grumbling Klemperer, struggling to complete his work
on eighteenth-century France while documenting the ever- tightening Nazi grip. He loses first his
professorship and then his car, his phone, his house, even his typewriter, and is forced to move into a Jews'
House (the last step before the camps), put his cat to death (Jews may not own pets), and suffer countless
other indignities.
        
Despite the danger his diaries would pose if discovered, Klemperer sees it as his duty to record events. "I
continue to write," he notes in 1941 after a terrifying run-in with the police. "This is my heroics. I want to
bear witness, precise witness, until the very end." When a neighbor remarks that, in his isolation, Klemperer
will not be able to cover the main events of the war, he writes: "It's not the big things that are important, but
the everyday life of tyranny, which may be forgotten. A thousand mosquito bites are worse than a blow on
the head. I observe, I note, the mosquito bites."
        
This book covers the years from 1933 to 1941. Volume Two, from 1941 to 1945, will be published in 1999.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the Nazi Years,
1933-1941. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a book I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the Nazi Years, 1933-1941. You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Beth Stewart:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the Nazi Years, 1933-1941.

Theresa Diaz:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the Nazi
Years, 1933-1941, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Frank Botelho:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the
Nazi Years, 1933-1941 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the Nazi Years, 1933-
1941 become your own starter.
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