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Frustrated with the continuing educational crisis of our time, concerned parents, teachers, and students sense
that true reform requires more than innovative classroom technology, standardized tests, or skills training.
An older tradition—the Great Tradition—of education in the West is waiting to be heard. Since antiquity, the
Great Tradition has defined education first and foremost as the hard work of rightly ordering the human soul,
helping it to love what it ought to love, and helping it to know itself and its maker. In the classical and
Christian tradition, the formation of the soul in wisdom, virtue, and eloquence took precedence over all else,
including instrumental training aimed at the inculcation of "useful" knowledge.

Edited by historian Richard Gamble, this anthology reconstructs a centuries-long conversation about the
goals, conditions, and ultimate value of true education. Spanning more than two millennia, from the ancient
Greeks to contemporary writers, it includes substantial excerpts from more than sixty seminal writings on
education. Represented here are the wisdom and insight of such figures as Xenophon, Plato, Aristotle,
Seneca, Cicero, Basil, Augustine, Hugh of St. Victor, Bonaventure, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther, John
Calvin, Erasmus, Edmund Burke, John Henry Newman, Thomas Arnold, Albert Jay Nock, Dorothy Sayers,
C. S. Lewis, and Eric Voegelin.

In an unbroken chain of giving and receiving, The Great Tradition embraced the accumulated wisdom of the
past and understood education as the initiation of students into a body of truth. This unique collection is
designed to help parents, students, and teachers reconnect with this noble legacy, to articulate a coherent
defense of the liberal arts tradition, and to do battle with the modern utilitarians and vocationalists who
dominate educational theory and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Lazarus:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What It Means to Be
an Educated Human Being. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important any book The Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What It Means to Be an
Educated Human Being. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad
you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Richard Pascual:

The book The Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What It Means to Be an Educated Human Being will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Great Tradition:
Classic Readings on What It Means to Be an Educated Human Being is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lee Wing:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The
Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What It Means to Be an Educated Human Being.

Alexander Goodman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the The Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What It Means to Be an Educated Human Being when you
essential it?
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