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Good strategic assessment does not guarantee success in international relations, but bad strategic assessment
dramatically increases the risk of disastrous failure. The most glaring example of this reality is playing out in
Iraq today. But what explains why states and their leaders are sometimes so good at strategic assessment--
and why they are sometimes so bad at it? Part of the explanation has to do with a state's civil-military
relations. In Shaping Strategy, Risa Brooks develops a novel theory of how states' civil-military relations
affect strategic assessment during international conflicts. And her conclusions have broad practical
importance: to anticipate when states are prone to strategic failure abroad, we must look at how civil-military
relations affect the analysis of those strategies at home.

Drawing insights from both international relations and comparative politics, Shaping Strategy shows that
good strategic assessment depends on civil-military relations that encourage an easy exchange of information
and a rigorous analysis of a state's own relative capabilities and strategic environment. Among the diverse
case studies the book illuminates, Brooks explains why strategic assessment in Egypt was so poor under
Gamal Abdel Nasser prior to the 1967 Arab-Israeli war and why it improved under Anwar Sadat. The book
also offers a new perspective on the devastating failure of U.S. planning for the second Iraq war. Brooks
argues that this failure, far from being unique, is an example of an assessment pathology to which states
commonly succumb.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Hamilton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic
Assessment seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military
Politics of Strategic Assessment is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic Assessment.
You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert Holt:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic Assessment, you could tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Andrew Jefferson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic Assessment your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic
Assessment giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Harry Alvey:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of
Strategic Assessment can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,



spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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