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Charting the intersection of technology and ideology, cultural production and social science, Fatimah Tobing
Rony explores early-twentieth-century representations of non-Western indigenous peoples in films ranging
from the documentary to the spectacular to the scientific. Turning the gaze of the ethnographic camera back
onto itself, bringing the perspective of a third eye to bear on the invention of the primitive other, Rony
reveals the collaboration of anthropology and popular culture in Western constructions of race, gender,
nation, and empire. Her work demonstrates the significance of these constructions—and, more generally, of
ethnographic cinema—for understanding issues of identity.
In films as seemingly dissimilar as Nanook of the North, King Kong, and research footage of West Africans
from an 1895 Paris ethnographic exposition, Rony exposes a shared fascination with—and anxiety
over—race. She shows how photographic “realism” contributed to popular and scientific notions of
evolution, race, and civilization, and how, in turn, anthropology understood and critiqued its own use of
photographic technology. Looking beyond negative Western images of the Other, Rony considers
performance strategies that disrupt these images—for example, the use of open resistance,
recontextualization, and parody in the films of Katherine Dunham and Zora Neale Hurston, or the
performances of Josephine Baker. She also draws on the work of contemporary artists such as Lorna
Simpson and Victor Masayesva Jr., and writers such as Frantz Fanon and James Baldwin, who unveil the
language of racialization in ethnographic cinema.
Elegantly written and richly illustrated, innovative in theory and original in method, The Third Eye is a
remarkable interdisciplinary contribution to critical thought in film studies, anthropology, cultural studies, art
history, postcolonial studies, and women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

This The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle book is just not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle without
we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle can bring if you are and not make your carrier space
or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Third
Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Marie Michael:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is definitely The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle.

Jane Hanscom:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Third Eye: Race,
Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Gerri Pettit:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Third Eye: Race, Cinema, and Ethnographic Spectacle. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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