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In the United States, the Knights of Labour (KOL) is part of the wreckage of labor history, a nineteenth-
century organization of great promise that flamed out quickly and completely. Many scholars (wrongly) see
it as little more than a failed experiment that stumbled due to misplaced idealism and antiquated notions of
fraternalism. In New Zealand, the KOL's story was strikingly different, achieving tremendous success in a
remarkably short time. "Knights Down Under" takes an in-depth look at the organization in New Zealand,
and is the first thorough comparative study of the KOL in global context. It calls into question assumptions
about the newness of globalism, national exceptionalism, the uniqueness of socialist movements, how social
movements develop, the nature of leadership, and the possibilities and challenges of transnational
organizing. The KOL was the first labour federation to envision itself as an international body that could and
should expand beyond its North American birthplace. "Knights Down Under" sheds light on how the KOL
evolved from the remnant of a failed Philadelphia tailors' union to an international force that helped rewrite
the social agenda in far-off New Zealand. Knights immersed themselves in workplace issues, but also delved
into politics, got elected to Parliament, and promoted a comprehensive program of social and labour reform.
They were the envy of workers in Western industrial societies, most of which would not enact similarly
sweeping changes for another four decades. Among the reforms the KOL helped enact were women's
suffrage, mandatory arbitration of labour disputes, old-age pensions, early-closing hours for retail shops, land
redistribution, an equitable tax code, and the creation of a department of labour. By aiding in the
development of New Zealand's first political system, the KOL also laid the groundwork for the future birth
of an independent labour party.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Thomas:

This Knights Down Under: The Knights of Labour in New Zealand book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Knights Down Under: The Knights of Labour in New Zealand without we
comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Knights Down Under: The Knights of Labour in New Zealand can bring when you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Knights Down Under: The Knights of Labour in New Zealand having great arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Paula Salas:

This book untitled Knights Down Under: The Knights of Labour in New Zealand to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Jeremy Robinson:

The reason why? Because this Knights Down Under: The Knights of Labour in New Zealand is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Joseph Boyd:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Knights Down Under: The
Knights of Labour in New Zealand which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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