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As a transformative thinker of the twentieth century, whose work spanned all branches of the humanities,
Michel Foucault had a complex and profound relationship with literature. And yet this critical aspect of his
thought, because it was largely expressed in speeches and interviews, remains virtually unknown to even his
most loyal readers. This book brings together previously unpublished transcripts of oral presentations in
which Foucault speaks at length about literature and its links to some of his principal themes: madness,
language and criticism, and truth and desire.

The associations between madness and language—and madness and silence—preoccupy Foucault in two
1963 radio broadcasts, presented here, in which he ranges among literary examples from Cervantes and
Shakespeare to Diderot, before taking up questions about Artaud’s literary correspondence, lettres de cachet,
and the materiality of language. In his lectures on the relations among language, the literary work, and
literature, he discusses Joyce, Proust, Chateaubriand, Racine, and Corneille, as well as the linguist Roman
Jakobson. What we know as literature, Foucault contends, begins with the Marquis de Sade, to whose
writing—particularly La Nouvelle Justine and Juliette—he devotes a full two-part lecture series focusing on
notions of literary self-consciousness.

Following his meditations on history in the recently published Speech Begins after Death, this current
volume makes clear the importance of literature to Foucault’s thought and intellectual development.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Pascual:

With other case, little folks like to read book Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Language,
Madness, and Desire: On Literature. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Edward Olivieri:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature book is readable by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Language, Madness,
and Desire: On Literature content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Michael Carr:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Language,
Madness, and Desire: On Literature.

Tamara Reams:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Language, Madness, and Desire: On
Literature that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature become your
own personal starter.
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