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Public opinion polls suggest that American's trust in the police and courts is declining. The same polls also
reveal a disturbing racial divide, with minorities expressing greater levels of distrust than whites. Practices
such as racial profiling, zero-tolerance and three-strikes laws, the use of excessive force, and harsh
punishments for minor drug crimes all contribute to perceptions of injustice. In Trust in the Law,
psychologists Tom R. Tyler and Yuen J. Huo present a compelling argument that effective law enforcement
requires the active engagement and participation of the communities it serves, and argue for a cooperative
approach to law enforcement that appeals to people's sense of fair play, even if the outcomes are not always
those with which they agree.

Based on a wide-ranging survey of citizens who had recent contact with the police or courts in Oakland and
Los Angeles, Trust in the Law examines the sources of people's favorable and unfavorable reactions to their
encounters with legal authorities. Tyler and Huo address the issue from a variety of angles: the psychology
of decision acceptance, the importance of individual personal experiences, and the role of ethnic group
identification. They find that people react primarily to whether or not they are treated with dignity and
respect, and the degree to which they feel they have been treated fairly helps to shape their acceptance of the
legal process. Their findings show significantly less willingness on the part of minority group members who
feel they have been treated unfairly to trust the motives to subsequent legal decisions of law enforcement
authorities.

Since most people in the study generalize from their personal experiences with individual police officers and
judges, Tyler and Huo suggest that gaining maximum cooperation and consent of the public depends upon
fair and transparent decision-making and treatment on the part of law enforcement officers. Tyler and Huo
conclude that the best way to encourage compliance with the law is for legal authorities to implement
programs that foster a sense of personal involvement and responsibility. For example, community policing
programs, in which the local population is actively engaged in monitoring its own neighborhood, have been
shown to be an effective tool in improving police-community relationships.

Cooperation between legal authorities and community members is a much discussed but often elusive goal.
Trust in the Law shows that legal authorities can behave in ways that encourage the voluntary acceptance of
their directives, while also building trust and confidence in the overall legitimacy of the police and courts.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

The book Trust in the Law: Encouraging Public Cooperation with the Police and Courts Through (Russell
Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Trust in the Law:
Encouraging Public Cooperation with the Police and Courts Through (Russell Sage Foundation Series on
Trust (Numbered)) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a
publication Trust in the Law: Encouraging Public Cooperation with the Police and Courts Through (Russell
Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Mike Hodges:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Trust in the Law: Encouraging Public
Cooperation with the Police and Courts Through (Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered))
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Julie Kappel:

The reserve with title Trust in the Law: Encouraging Public Cooperation with the Police and Courts Through
(Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) has lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Clarine Davidson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Trust
in the Law: Encouraging Public Cooperation with the Police and Courts Through (Russell Sage Foundation
Series on Trust (Numbered)) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
just before. The Trust in the Law: Encouraging Public Cooperation with the Police and Courts Through



(Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust (Numbered)) giving you yet another experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at
it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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