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At the heart of Babel Tower are two law cases, twin strands of the Establishment's web, that shape the story:
a painful divorce and custody suit and the prosecution of an "obscene" book. Frederica, the independent
young heroine, is involved in both. She startled her intellectual circle of friends by marrying a young country
squire, whose violent streak has now been turned against her. Fleeing to London with their young son, she
gets a teaching job in an art school, where she is thrown into the thick of the new decade. Poets and painters
are denying the value of the past, fostering dreams of rebellion, which focus around a strange, charismatic
figure -- the near-naked, unkempt and smelly Jude Mason, with his flowing gray hair, a hippie before his
time.

We feel the growing unease, the undertones of sex and cruelty. The tension erupts over his novel
Babbletower, set in a past revolutionary era, where a band of people retire to a castle to found an ideal
community. In this book, as in the courtrooms, as in the art school's haphazard classes and on the committee
set up to study "the teaching of language," people function increasingly in groups. Many are obsessed with
protecting the young, but the fashionable notion of children as innocent and free slowly comes to seem
wishful, and perilous.

Babel Tower is the third, following The Virgin in the Garden and Still Life, of a planned quartet of novels
set in different mid-century time frames. The personal and legal crises of Frederica mirror those of the age.
This is the decade of the Beatles, the Death of God, the birth of computer languages. In Byatt's vision, the
presiding genius of the 1960s seems to be a blend of the Marquis de Sade and The Hobbit. The resulting
confusion, charted with a brilliant imaginative sympathy, is as comic as it is threatening and bizarre.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Gregory:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Babel Tower book is readable simply by you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Babel Tower content
conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Babel Tower is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Mark Sawyers:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Babel Tower is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Sharon Novick:

Babel Tower can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Babel Tower although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Elaine Roberts:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Babel Tower guide written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Babel Tower as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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