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In Banquet at Delmonico’s, Barry Werth, the acclaimed author of The Scarlet Professor, draws readers
inside the circle of philosophers, scientists, politicians, businessmen, clergymen, and scholars who brought
Charles Darwin’s controversial ideas to America in the crucial years after the Civil War.

The United States in the 1870s and ’80s was deep in turmoil–a brash young nation torn by a great
depression, mired in scandal and corruption, rocked by crises in government, violently conflicted over
science and race, and fired up by spiritual and sexual upheavals. Secularism was rising, most notably in
academia. Evolution–and its catchphrase, “survival of the fittest”–animated and guided this Gilded Age.

Darwin’s theory of natural selection was extended to society and morals not by Darwin himself but by the
English philosopher Herbert Spencer, father of “the Law of Equal Freedom,” which holds that “every man is
free to do that which he wills,” provided it doesn’t infringe on the equal freedom of others. As this
justification took root as a social, economic, and ethical doctrine, Spencer won numerous influential
American disciples and allies, including industrialist Andrew Carnegie, clergyman Henry Ward Beecher, and
political reformer Carl Schurz. Churches, campuses, and newspapers convulsed with debate over the proper
role of government in regulating Americans’ behavior, this country’s place among nations, and, most
explosively, the question of God’s existence.

In late 1882, most of the main figures who brought about and popularized these developments gathered at
Delmonico’s, New York’s most venerable restaurant, in an exclusive farewell dinner to honor Spencer and to
toast the social applications of the theory of evolution. It was a historic celebration from which the
repercussions still ripple throughout our society.

Banquet at Delmonico’s is social history at its finest, richest, and most appetizing, a brilliant narrative
bristling with personal intrigue, tantalizing insights, and greater truths about American life and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Lurline Silvester:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Banquet at Delmonico's: Great Minds, the Gilded Age, and the
Triumph of Evolution in America.

India Oakley:

This Banquet at Delmonico's: Great Minds, the Gilded Age, and the Triumph of Evolution in America book
is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Banquet at Delmonico's: Great
Minds, the Gilded Age, and the Triumph of Evolution in America without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Banquet at Delmonico's:
Great Minds, the Gilded Age, and the Triumph of Evolution in America can bring whenever you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Banquet at Delmonico's: Great Minds, the Gilded Age, and the Triumph of Evolution in
America having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Carolyn Berndt:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be Banquet at Delmonico's: Great Minds, the Gilded Age, and the Triumph of
Evolution in America why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

William Looney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your



personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Banquet at Delmonico's: Great Minds, the
Gilded Age, and the Triumph of Evolution in America.
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