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An interdisciplinary study of Katherine Anne Porter’s troubled relationship to her Texas origins and southern
roots, South by Southwest offers a fresh look at this ever-relevant author.

Today, more than thirty years after her death, Katherine Anne Porter remains a fascinating figure. Critics and
biographers have portrayed her as a strikingly glamorous woman whose photographs appeared in society
magazines. They have emphasized, of course, her writing— particularly the novel Ship of Fools, which was
made into an award-winning film, and her collection Pale Horse, Pale Rider, which cemented her role as a
significant and original literary modernist. They have highlighted her dramatic, sad, and fragmented personal
life. Few, however, have addressed her uneasy relationship to her childhood in rural Texas.

Janis P. Stout argues that throughout Porter’s life she remained preoccupied with the twin conundrums of
how she felt about being a woman and how she felt about her Texas origins. Her construction of herself as a
beautiful but unhappy southerner sprung from a plantation aristocracy of reduced fortunes meant she
construed Texas as the Old South. The Texas Porter knew and re-created in her fiction had been settled by
southerners like her grandparents, who brought slaves with them. As she wrote of this Texas, she also
enhanced and mythologized it, exaggerating its beauty, fertility, and gracious ways as much as the
disaffection that drove her to leave. Her feelings toward Texas ran to both extremes, and she was never able
to reconcile them.

Stout examines the author and her works within the historical and cultural context from which she emerged.
In particular, Stout emphasizes four main themes in the history of Texas that she believes are of the greatest
importance in understanding Porter: its geography and border location (expressed in Porter’s lifelong
fascination with marginality, indeterminacy, and escape); its violence (the brutality of her first marriage as
well as the lawlessness that pervaded her hometown); its racism (lynchings were prevalent throughout her
upbringing); and its marginalization of women (Stout draws a connection between Porter’s references to the
burning sun and oppressive heat of Texas and her life with her first husband).
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roop:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden
of Texas History. Try to the actual book South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of
Texas History as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Karen Lawless:

The book South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading a book South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a guide South by
Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Shawn Howe:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like South by Southwest:
Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Sara Pacheco:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book South by Southwest: Katherine Anne
Porter and the Burden of Texas History was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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