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Were America's Founders Christians or deists? Conservatives and secularists have taken each position
respectively, mustering evidence to insist just how tall the wall separating church and state should be. Now
Gregg Frazer puts their arguments to rest in the first comprehensive analysis of the Founders' beliefs as they
themselves expressed them—showing that today's political right and left are both wrong.

Going beyond church attendance or public pronouncements made for political ends, Frazer scrutinizes the
Founders' candid declarations regarding religion found in their private writings. Distilling decades of
research, he contends that these men were neither Christian nor deist but rather adherents of a system he
labels "theistic rationalism," a hybrid belief system that combined elements of natural religion,
Protestantism, and reason—with reason the decisive element.

Frazer explains how this theological middle ground developed, what its core beliefs were, and how they were
reflected in the thought of eight Founders: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, James
Wilson, Gouverneur Morris, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington. He argues
convincingly that Congregationalist Adams is the clearest example of theistic rationalism; that presumed
deists Jefferson and Franklin are less secular than supposed; and that even the famously taciturn Washington
adheres to this theology. He also shows that the Founders held genuinely religious beliefs that aligned with
morality, republican government, natural rights, science, and progress.

Frazer's careful explication helps readers better understand the case for revolutionary recruitment, the
religious references in the Declaration of Independence, and the religious elements-and lack thereof-in the
Constitution. He also reveals how influential clergymen, backing their theology of theistic rationalism with
reinterpreted Scripture, preached and published liberal democratic theory to justify rebellion.

Deftly blending history, religion, and political thought, Frazer succeeds in showing that the American
experiment was neither a wholly secular venture nor an attempt to create a Christian nation founded on
biblical principles. By showcasing the actual approach taken by these key Founders, he suggests a viable
solution to the twenty-first-century standoff over the relationship between church and state—and challenges
partisans on both sides to articulate their visions for America on their own merits without holding the
Founders hostage to positions they never held.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders:
Reason, Revelation, and Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). Try to make
the book The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and Revolution (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Brian Freeman:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Religious Beliefs of
America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of
Kansas)) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Robin Holloway:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason, Revelation, and
Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) this book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Elizabeth Morris:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason,
Revelation, and Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Religious Beliefs of America's Founders: Reason,
Revelation, and Revolution (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) has many kinds or



style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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