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When Lady in the Dark opened on January 23, 1941, its many firsts immediately distinguished it as a new
and unusual work. The curious directive to playwright Moss Hart to complete a play about psychoanalysis
came from his own Freudian psychiatrist. For the first time since his brother George's death, Ira Gershwin
returned to writing lyrics for the theater. And for émigré composer Kurt Weill, it was a crack at an opulent
first-class production. Together Hart, Gershwin, and Weill (with a little help from the psychiatrist) produced
one of the most innovative works in Broadway history. With a company of 101 and an astronomical budget,
Lady in the Dark launched the career of a young nightclub performer named Danny Kaye and starred
Gertrude Lawrence in the greatest triumph of her career. With standees at many performances, Lady in the
Dark helped establish the practice of advance ticket sales on the Great White Way, while Paramount
Pictures' bid for the film rights broke all records. New York Times drama critic Brooks Atkinson hailed the
production as "splendid," anointed Kurt Weill 'the best writer of theatre music in the country,' and worshiped
Gertrude Lawrence as "a goddess." Though Lady in the Dark was a smash-hit, it has never enjoyed a
Broadway revival, and a certain mystique has grown up around its legendary original production. In this
ground-breaking biography, bruce mcclung pieces together the musical's life story from sketches and drafts,
production scripts, correspondence, photographs, costume and set designs, and thousands of clippings from
the star's personal scrapbooks. He has interviewed eleven members of the original company to provide a
one-of-a-kind glimpse into the backstage story. The result is a virtual ticket to opening n
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The guide Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical is not only giving you much more
new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical.
You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Robert Arnett:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

James Sanchez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Lady in the Dark: Biography of a
Musical which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Angela Kiefer:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical can give you a
lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Lady in the Dark: Biography of a Musical.
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