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"I finally understand what the poets have written. In spring, moved to passion; in autumn only regret." For
young Peony, betrothed to a suitor she has never met, these lyrics from The Peony Pavilion mirror her own
longings. In the garden of the Chen Family Villa, amid the scent of ginger, green tea, and jasmine, a small
theatrical troupe is performing scenes from this epic opera, a live spectacle few females have ever seen. Like
the heroine in the drama, Peony is the cloistered daughter of a wealthy family, trapped like a good-luck
cricket in a bamboo-and-lacquer cage. Though raised to be obedient, Peony has dreams of her own. Peony's
mother is against her daughter's attending the production: "Unmarried girls should not be seen in public." But
Peony's father assures his wife that proprieties will be maintained, and that the women will watch the opera
from behind a screen. Yet through its cracks, Peony catches sight of an elegant, handsome man with hair as
black as a cave-and is immediately overcome with emotion. So begins Peony's unforgettable journey of love
and destiny, desire and sorrow-as Lisa See's haunting new novel, based on actual historical events, takes
readers back to seventeenth-century China, after the Manchus seize power and the Ming dynasty is crushed.
Steeped in traditions and ritual, this story brings to life another time and place-even the intricate realm of the
afterworld, with its protocols, pathways, and stages of existence, a vividly imagined place where one's soul is
divided into three, ancestors offer guidance, misdeeds are punished, and hungry ghosts wander the earth.
Immersed in the richness and magic of the Chinese vision of the afterlife, transcending even death, Peony in
Love explores, beautifully, the many manifestations of love. Ultimately, Lisa See's new novel addresses
universal themes: the bonds of friendship, the power of words, and the age-old desire of women to be heard.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Roberts:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Peony in Love Publisher: Random House Trade Paperbacks, you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Donna Kerns:

This Peony in Love Publisher: Random House Trade Paperbacks is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Peony in Love Publisher: Random House Trade Paperbacks in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt that?

Harriet Dupree:

Beside this specific Peony in Love Publisher: Random House Trade Paperbacks in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Peony in Love Publisher: Random House Trade Paperbacks because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from right now!

Marco Manuel:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Peony in Love Publisher: Random House Trade Paperbacks can
give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This



publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Peony in Love Publisher: Random
House Trade Paperbacks.
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