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This transdisciplinary volume outlines the development of public health paradigms across the ages in a
global context and argues that public health has seemingly lost its raison d’être, that is, a population
perspective. The older, philosophical approach in public health involved a holistic, population-based
understanding that emphasized historicity and interrelatedness to study health and disease in their larger
socio-economic and political moorings. A newer tradition, which developed in the late 19th century
following the acceptance of the germ theory in medicine, created positivist transitions in epidemiology. In
the form of risk factors, a reductionist model of health and disease became pervasive in clinical and
molecular epidemiology.

The author shows how positivism and the concept of individualism removed from public health thinking the
consideration of historical, social and economic influences that shape disease occurrence and the
interventions chosen for a population. He states that the neglect of the multifactorial approach in
contemporary public health thought has led to growing health inequalities in both the developed and the
developing world. He further suggests that the concept of ‘social capital’ in public health, which is being
hailed as a resurgence of holism, is in reality a sophisticated and extended version of individualism.

The author presents the negative public policy consequences and implications of adopting methodological
individualism through a discussion on AIDS policies. The book strongly argues for a holistic understanding
and the incorporation of a rights perspective in public health to bring elements of social justice and fairness
in policy formulations.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Ybarra:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Shifting Paradigms in
Public Health: From Holism to Individualism book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Phillip Herzog:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book.
One of them is this Shifting Paradigms in Public Health: From Holism to Individualism.

Micheal Mata:

Shifting Paradigms in Public Health: From Holism to Individualism can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing
Shifting Paradigms in Public Health: From Holism to Individualism yet doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Ernest Bryan:

Beside that Shifting Paradigms in Public Health: From Holism to Individualism in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Shifting Paradigms in Public Health: From Holism to Individualism because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!
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