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One of the most-talked about works of fiction to emerge from Chinain recent years, this novel about an
urban youth "displaced" to asmall village in rural China during the Cultural Revolution is afictionalized
portrait of the author's own experience as a young man. Han Shaogong was one of millions of students
relocated from cities and townsto live and work alongside peasant farmersin an effort to create a classless
society. Trandated into English for the first time, Han's novel is an exciting experiment in form?structured as
adictionary of the Magiao dial ect?through which he seeks to understand and translate the local life and
customs of his strange new home.

Han encounters an upside-down world among the people of Magiao: a con man dupes his neighbors into
thinking that he has found the fountain of youth by convincing them that his father isin fact his son; to be
scientific" isto be lazy; time and relationships are understood using the language of food and its preparation;
and to die young is considered "sweet," while the aged reckon their livesto be "cheap."

As entries build one upon another, Han meditates on the ability of awaidi ren (outsider) to represent the
ways of life of another community. In thislight, the Communist effort to control the language and history of
a people whose words and past are bound together in ineluctably local ways emerges as an often comical,
sometimes tragic exercise in miscommunication.
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From reader reviews:
Shawna Vaughn:

Here thing why that A Dictionary of Magiao are different and dependable to be yours. First of al studying a
book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty asfood or not. A
Dictionary of Magiao giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no book that similar with A Dictionary of Magiao. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of A
Dictionary of Magiao in e-book can be your aternate.

Herman Pruitt:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is A Dictionary of Magiao this e-book consist alot of the information in the condition
of thisworld now. Thiskind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Jennifer Newhouse:

This A Dictionary of Magiao is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having bit of digest in reading this A Dictionary of Magiao can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisno in reading areserve especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-
book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Michael Santiago:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book A
Dictionary of Magiao. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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