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Many homes across America have designs based on plans taken from pattern books or mail-order catalogs.
In Houses from Books, Daniel D. Reiff traces the history of published plans and offers the first
comprehensive survey of their influence on the structure and the style of American houses from 1738 to
1950.

Houses from Books shows that architectural publications, from Palladio’s | Quattro Libri to Aladdin's
Readi-Cut Homes, played adecisive rolein every aspect of American domestic building. Reiff discussesthe
people and the firms who produced the books as well as the ways in which builders and architects adapted
the designs in communities throughout the country. His book also offers awide-ranging anaysis of the
economic and socia conditions shaping American building practices.

As architectural publication developed and grew more sophisticated, it played an increasingly prominent part
in the design and the construction of domestic buildings. In villages and small towns, which often did not
have professional architects, the publications became basic resources for carpenters and builders at al levels
of expertise. Through the use of published designs, they were able to choose among a variety of plans, styles,
and individual motifs and engage in afruitful dialogue with past and present architects. Houses from Books
reconstructs this dialogue by examining the links between the published designs and the houses themselves.

Reiff’s book will be indispensable to architectural historians, architects, preservationists, and regional
historians. Realtors and homeowners will also find it of great interest. A catalog at the end of the book can
function as a guide for those attempting to locate amodel and a date for a particular design. Houses from
Books contains a wealth of photographs, many by the author, that enhance itsimportance as a history and
guide.
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From reader reviews:
Bert Gomes:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Houses from Books: The
Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950 book as starter and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jerold Richards:

The experience that you get from Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and
Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950 is the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of
but Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture,
1738-1950 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this book iswell-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Houses from
Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950
instantly.

Marni Elliott:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Houses from Books: The
Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950, you may enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Olga Snider:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people lovesto go through a book. When you study
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself ook for afiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.



The Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture,
1738-1950 will give you new experience in examining a book.
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