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Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 examines how American society responded to complex
problems arising out of mental illness in the nineteenth century. All societies have had to confront sickness,
disease, and dependency, and have developed their own ways of dealing with these phenomena. The mental
hospital became the characteristic institution charged with the responsibility of providing care and treatment
for individuals seemingly incapable of caring for themselves during protracted periods of incapacitation.

The services rendered by the hospital were of benefit not merely to the afflicted individual but to the
community. Such an institution embodied a series of moral imperatives by providing humane and scientific
treatment of disabled individuals, many of whose families were unable to care for them at home or to pay the
high costs of private institutional care. Yet the mental hospital has always been more than simply an
institution that offered care and treatment for the sick and disabled. Its structure and functions have usually
been linked with a variety of external economic, political, social, and intellectual forces, if only because the
way in which a society handled problems of disease and dependency was partly governed by its social
structure and values.

The definition of disease, the criteria for institutionalization, the financial and administrative structures
governing hospitals, the nature of the decision-making process, differential care and treatment of various
socio-economic groups were issues that transcended strictly medical and scientific considerations. Mental
Institutions in America attempts to interpret the mental hospital as a social as well as a medical institution
and to illuminate the evolution of policy toward dependent groups such as the mentally ill. This classic text
brilliantly studies the past in depth and on its own terms.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

The book Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Mental Institutions in America:
Social Policy to 1875? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Mental
Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Scott Foust:

This Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to
1875 can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Juana Houck:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Mental Institutions in America: Social
Policy to 1875 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you are able to pick Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 become your own
starter.

Irvin Ehlers:

This Mental Institutions in America: Social Policy to 1875 is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Mental Institutions in
America: Social Policy to 1875 can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel



drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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