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Will Mormonism be the next world faith, one that will rival Catholicism, Islam, and other major religions in
terms of numbers and global appeal? This was the question Rodney Stark addressed in his much-discussed
and much-debated article, "The Rise of a New World Faith" (1984), one of several essays on Mormonism
included in this new collection. Examining the religion's growing appeal, Rodney Stark concluded that
Mormons could number 267 million members by 2080. In what would become known as "the Stark
argument," Stark suggested that the Mormon Church offered contemporary sociologists and historians of
religion an opportunity to observe a rare event: the birth of a new world religion.

In the years following that article, Stark has become one of the foremost scholars of Mormonism and the
sociology of religion. This new work, the first to collect his influential writings on the Mormon Church,
includes previously published essays, revised and rewritten for this volume. His work sheds light on both the
growth of Mormonism and on how and why certain religions continue to grow while others fade away.

Stark examines the reasons behind the spread of Mormonism, exploring such factors as cultural continuity
with the faiths from which it seeks converts, a volunteer missionary force, and birth rates. He explains why a
demanding faith like Mormonism has such broad appeal in today's world and considers the importance of
social networks in finding new converts. Stark's work also presents groundbreaking perspectives on larger
issues in the study of religion, including the nature of revelation and the reasons for religious growth in an
age of modernization and secularization.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Harlow:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Rise of
Mormonism? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Caroline Gonzalez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book The Rise of Mormonism has been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The publication The Rise of Mormonism is not only giving you much more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship with the book The Rise of Mormonism. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Jesse Ward:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is The Rise of Mormonism this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Larisa Nagle:

You may get this The Rise of Mormonism by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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