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Winner of the 2003 Robert K. Merton Book Award presented by the Science, Knowledge, and
Technology section of the American Sociological Association.

Most aspects of our private and socia lives—our safety, the integrity of the financial system, the functioning
of utilities and other services, and national security—now depend on computing. But how can we know that
this computing is trustworthy? In Mechanizing Proof, Donald MacK enzie addresses this key issue by
investigating the interrelations of computing, risk, and mathematical proof over the last half century from the
perspectives of history and sociology. His discussion draws on the technical literature of computer science
and artificial intelligence and on extensive interviews with participants.

MacK enzie argues that our culture now contains two ideals of proof: proof as traditionally conducted by
human mathematicians, and formal, mechanized proof. He describes the systems constructed by those
committed to the latter ideal and the many questions those systems raise about the nature of proof. He looks
at the primary social influence on the development of automated proof—the need to predict the behavior of
the computer systems upon which human life and security depend—and explores the involvement of
powerful organizations such asthe National Security Agency. He concludes that in mechanizing proof, and
in pursuing dependable computer systems, we do not obviate the need for trust in our collective human
judgment.
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From reader reviews:
Irene Justice:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take awander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Mechanizing Proof:
Computing, Risk, and Trust (Inside Technology)? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. Y ou recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

CarlaHeyward:

This Mechanizing Proof: Computing, Risk, and Trust (Inside Technology) are generally reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Mechanizing Proof: Computing,
Risk, and Trust (Inside Technology) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Mechanizing Proof: Computing, Risk, and Trust (Inside
Technology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Henry Slaughter:

This book untitled Mechanizing Proof: Computing, Risk, and Trust (Inside Technology) to be one of severa
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So thereis no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Dena Ramirez;

This Mechanizing Proof: Computing, Risk, and Trust (Inside Technology) is completely new way for you
who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Mechanizing Proof: Computing, Risk, and Trust (Inside Technology) can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy thisreserveisthe answer. So thereisn't any in reading a e-book especially
thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't missit! Just read this e-
book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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