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The Annals of Lü Buwei
This is the first complete English translation of Lüshi chunqiu, compiled in 239 b. c. under the patronage of
Lü Buwei, prime minister to the ruler of the state of Qin, who was to become the first emperor of a newly
unified China fifteen years later. Lü retained a group of scholars whose aim was to encompass the world's
knowledge in one great encyclopedia; so delighted was Lü with the finished work that he is said to have
offered a fabulous prize of gold to anyone who could add or subtract even a single word.

An exceptionally rich and comprehensive compendium, The Annals of Lü Buwei recounts in engaging,
straightforward, and readable prose the great variety of beliefs and customs of its time. The work is one of
the great monuments of Chinese thinking, a work of originality and cohesion, inspired by a vision of a
universal empire ruled by principles that ensured harmony between man and nature, protective of human and
animal life, devoted to learning and culture, practicing benevolence and kindness, and motivated by reason
and morality.

In addition to revealing an advanced state of technical knowledge, the Annals set forth a philosophy of
government suitable to the centralized control that the Qin state would subsequently establish. It also took
into account every philosophical trend of the day, sometimes adapting themes, sometimes combining ideas
that had not previously been associated, sometimes rejecting and refuting positions that were in conflict with
its basic vision. Because Lü aimed at comprehensiveness, his work preserved a number of systems of
thought that are otherwise unknown or scarcely known. The Annals thus provides an essential tool for
anyone seeking to reconstruct the philosophical controversies of the third century b. c. At the same time, Lü's
compendium proclaims his independent, highly original philosophical positions. Today, with most of the
works of classical Chinese philosophy long lost, The Annals of Lü Buwei remains indispensable as a summa
of the Chinese intellectual world of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Mahan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Annals of Lü Buwei had been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
e-book The Annals of Lü Buwei is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
while using book The Annals of Lü Buwei. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Kirby Paradiso:

This The Annals of Lü Buwei usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Annals of Lü Buwei can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Annals of Lü Buwei forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Harriette Corwin:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Annals of Lü Buwei can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Judith Bryant:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Annals of Lü Buwei can give you a lot of close
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Annals of Lü Buwei.
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