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Weaving together themes from the history of public, private, and constitutional law, The Magic Mirror: Law
in American History, Second Edition, recounts the roles that law--in all its many shapes and forms--has
played in American history, from the days of the earliest English settlements in North America to the year
2007. It also provides comprehensive treatment of twentieth-century developments and sets American law
and legal institutions in the broad context of social, cultural, economic, and political events.

The Magic Mirror begins by discussing the ways that the settlers dealt with one another and with the
indigenous populations; it examines municipal ordinances; colonial, state, and federal statutes; administrative
agencies; and court decisions. It goes on to relate the ways that property, crime, sale and labor contracts,
commercial transactions, accidents, domestic relations, wills, trusts, and corporations were handled by
police, attorneys, legislatures, and jurists over the centuries. The text also pays close attention to the
evolution of substantive law categories-including contracts, torts, negotiable instruments, real property, trusts
and estates, and civil procedure-and addresses the intellectual evolution of American law, including
sociological jurisprudence, legal realism, critical legal studies, Law & Society, Law & Anthropology, and
Law & Economics schools of analysis and thought.

Featuring extensive updates by new author Peter Karsten, The Magic Mirror is ideal for courses in American
Legal History.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Magic Mirror: Law in American History.

Gary Clark:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the book untitled The Magic Mirror: Law in American History can be very good book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Gloria Todd:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Magic Mirror: Law in American History will give you a new experience in reading a book.

James Pitts:

You can get this The Magic Mirror: Law in American History by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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