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The Middle Age of European history has no naturally fixed beginning or ending. The period of Antiquity
may be taken as concluded by the fourth Christian century, or by the fifth or by the sixth; the Modern period
may be made to commence in the fourteenth, or in the fifteenth or in the sixteenth. The historian Hallam
includes a thousand years in the medieval period, from the invasion of France by Clovis to the invasion of
Italy by Charles VIII. in 1494. We begin, he says, in darkness and calamity, and we break off as the morning
breathes upon us and the twilight reddens into the lustre of day. To the epidemiologist the medieval period is
rounded more definitely. At the one end comes the great plague in the reign of Justinian, and at the other end
the Black Death. Those are the two greatest pestilences in recorded history; each has no parallel except in the
other. They were in the march of events, and should not be fixed upon as doing more than their share in
shaping the course of history. But no single thing stands out more clearly as the stroke of fate in bringing the
ancient civilization to an end than the vast depopulation and solitude made by the plague which came with
the corn-ships from Egypt to Byzantium in the year 543; and nothing marks so definitely the emergence of
Europe from the middle period of stagnation as the other depopulation and social upheaval made by the
plague which came in the overland track of Genoese and Venetian traders from China in the year 1347.
While many other influences were in the air to determine the oncoming and the offgoing of the middle
darkness, those two world-wide pestilences were singular in their respective effects: of the one, we may say
that it turned the key of the medieval prison-house; and of the other, that it unlocked the door after eight
hundred years.

The Black Death and its after-effects will occupy a large part of this work, so that what has just been said of
it will not stand as a bare assertion. But the plague in the reign of Justinian hardly touches British history,
and must be left with a brief reference. Gibbon was not insensible of the part that it played in the great drama
of his history. “There was,” he says, “a visible decrease of the human species, which has never been repaired
in some of the fairest countries of the globe.” After vainly trying to construe the arithmetic of Procopius,
who was a witness of the calamity at Byzantium, he agrees to strike off one or more ciphers, and adopts as an
estimate “not wholly inadmissible,” a mortality of one hundred millions. The effects of that depopulation, in
part due to war, are not followed in the history. So far as Gibbon’s method could go, the plague came for him
into the same group of phenomena as comets and earthquakes; it was part of the stage scenery amidst which
the drama of emperors, pontiffs, generals, eunuchs, Theodoras, and adventurers proceeded. Even of the
comets and earthquakes, he remarks that they were subject to physical laws; and it was from no want of
scientific spirit that he omitted to show how a plague of such magnitude had a place in the physical order,
and not less in the moral order.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Guess:

The book A History of Epidemics in Britain (Volume I of II) : from A.D. 664 to the Extinction of Plague can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing
like a book A History of Epidemics in Britain (Volume I of II) : from A.D. 664 to the Extinction of Plague?
A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A History of Epidemics in Britain (Volume I of
II) : from A.D. 664 to the Extinction of Plague has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Richard Moyer:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take A History of Epidemics in Britain (Volume I of II) :
from A.D. 664 to the Extinction of Plague as the daily resource information.

Linda Gabriel:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This A History of Epidemics in Britain (Volume I of II) : from
A.D. 664 to the Extinction of Plague can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Amanda Bernard:

You can obtain this A History of Epidemics in Britain (Volume I of II) : from A.D. 664 to the Extinction of
Plague by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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