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Canadians know that the jurors at a trial decide the defendant's guilt or innocence according to the law of the
land. What they don't know is how far that right actually goes, and what the real power of juries is.

Sometimes people -- even jurors -- wonder if a law or a judgment in a particular case is a just one. When the
law seems wrong, we are told there is only one solution: change the law.

In fact, though, in our legal system there is another remedy: When jurors decide that to question the fairness
of applying the law in the case they are deciding may lead to a manifestly unfair and unjust result, they have
the right not to apply that law. However, in Canada it is illegal and completely forbidden for a trial lawyer, or
even a judge to tell jurors they have this right to nullify the law.

In the Canadian justice system, jurors can hand down a verdict of not guilty even if the facts pointing to guilt
are clear, even if the accused doesn't deny the facts, even if the judge tells the jurors to find the accused
guilty. This centuries-old safeguard, which goes along with the principle of jury independence, has protected
people's rights and freedoms and helped sweep away laws that ordinary citizens think are outdated and
unjust.

This power of juries is known to the legal community -- but is largely unknown by the general public -- until
now. Gary Bauslaugh, author of Robert Latimer, A Story of Justice and Mercy (Lorimer, 2010), learned the
specifics of this matter as a result of his research around the Robert Latimer case. In his new book, written
for non-expert readers and citizens who have been summoned for jury duty, he tells the story of jury
nullification from Quaker leader William Penn to the modern-day acquittal of Henry Morgentaler, who was
charged with conducting abortions. Bauslaugh then lays out the arguments that some people make against
jury independence and nullification, and makes his own argument in favour of these safeguards. He offers
suggestions for jurors who may find themselves in a situation where their consciences are at odds with the
law.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Secret Power of Juries: What jurors in Canada aren't being told about their rights -- and what we can
do about it, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Joel Connolly:

Typically the book The Secret Power of Juries: What jurors in Canada aren't being told about their rights --
and what we can do about it has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after scanning this book.

Roberta Swinton:

Why? Because this The Secret Power of Juries: What jurors in Canada aren't being told about their rights --
and what we can do about it is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Avis Marguez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Secret Power of Juries: What jurors in Canada
aren't being told about their rights -- and what we can do about it can give you a lot of good friends because
by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Secret Power of Juries: What jurors in Canada aren't being



told about their rights -- and what we can do about it.
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