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For several years just before and just after his 1860 edition of Leaves of Grass appeared, Walt Whitman
regularly frequented Pfaff’s beer cellar in downtown Manhattan. The basement bar was the very center of
mid-nineteenth-century American bohemian activity and was heavily patronized by writers, artists,
musicians, actors, intellectuals, and radicals such as free-love advocate Henry Clapp, Jr., and
Broadway succès de scandale Adah Isaacs Menken. Numerous creative and political ventures emerged from
this environment, and at least two bohemian literary weeklies, The New-York Saturday Press and Vanity
Fair, shared origins around the tables at Pfaff’s.

In this milieu, Whitman found sympathetic supporters of his poetic vision, professional connections, rivals,
romantic partners, and close friends, and left a lasting impression on poet and critic Edmund Clarence
Stedman, an erstwhile bohemian who later in the century emerged as a tastemaker of American poetry. Yet
for many years, the bohemians associated with Pfaff’s have served merely as minor background characters in
Whitman scholarship. Whitman among the Bohemians corrects that by exploring in depth the connections
Whitman made at Pfaff’s and the impact they had on him, his poetry, and his career. In telling the story of
these intersecting social and professional links that converged at Pfaff’s in the late 1850s and early 1860s,
the essays in this volume powerfully demonstrate just how much we can learn about Whitman and his work
by viewing him within the context of American bohemia.

CONTRIBUTORS: Stephanie Blalock, Ruth Bohan, Leif Eckstrom, Logan Esdale, Amanda Gailey, Karen
Karbiener, Joanna Levin, Mary Loeffelholz, Eliza Richards, Ingrid Satelmajer, Robert J. Scholnick, Edward
Whitley
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Whitman among the
Bohemians (Iowa Whitman Series)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Terry Crabtree:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Whitman among the Bohemians (Iowa Whitman
Series). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jeremy Hutchings:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Whitman among the Bohemians (Iowa Whitman
Series) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Whitman among the
Bohemians (Iowa Whitman Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.

Lena Lewis:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book Whitman among the Bohemians (Iowa Whitman Series). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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