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In 1957 Sputnik, the world’s first man-made satellite, dazzled people as it zipped around the planet. By the
beginning of the twenty-first century, more than eight thousand satellites orbited the Earth, and satellite
practices such as live transmission, direct broadcasting, remote sensing, and astronomical observation had
altered how we imagined ourselves in relation to others and our planet within the cosmos. In Cultures in
Orbit, Lisa Parks analyzes these satellite practices and shows how they have affected meanings of “the
global” and “the televisual.” Parks suggests that the convergence of broadcast, satellite, and computer
technologies necessitates an expanded definition of “television,” one that encompasses practices of military
monitoring and scientific observation as well as commercial entertainment and public broadcasting.

Roaming across the disciplines of media studies, geography, and science and technology studies, Parks
examines uses of satellites by broadcasters, military officials, archaeologists, and astronomers. She looks at
Our World, a live intercontinental television program that reached five hundred million viewers in 1967, and
Imparja tv, an Aboriginal satellite tv network in Australia. Turning to satellites’ remote-sensing capabilities,
she explores the U.S. military’s production of satellite images of the war in Bosnia as well as archaeologists’
use of satellites in the excavation of Cleopatra’s palace in Alexandria, Egypt. Parks’s reflections on how
Western fantasies of control are implicated in the Hubble telescope’s views of outer space point to a broader
concern: that while satellite uses promise a “global village,” they also cut and divide the planet in ways that
extend the hegemony of the post-industrial West. In focusing on such contradictions, Parks highlights how
satellites cross paths with cultural politics and social struggles.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Wysocki:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the
Televisual (Console-ing Passions) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and
the Televisual (Console-ing Passions) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship using the book Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing Passions). You
never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Stephen Hilton:

Here thing why this specific Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing Passions) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual
(Console-ing Passions) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no book that similar with Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing
Passions). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual (Console-ing Passions) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Loretta Faria:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and
the Televisual (Console-ing Passions) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Harry Oliver:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All



those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Cultures in Orbit: Satellites and the Televisual
(Console-ing Passions) as the daily resource information.
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