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The Hero of Italy examines a salient episode in Italy's Thirty Years' War with Spain and France, whereby the
young duke Odoardo Farnese of Parma embraced the French alliance, only to experience defeat and
occupation after two tumultuous years (1635-1637). Gregory Hanlon stresses the narrative of events
unfolding in northern Italy, examining the participation of the little state in these epic European events.

The first chapter describes the constitution of Cardinal Richelieu's anti-Habsburg alliance and Odoardo's
eagerness to be part of it. A chapter on the Parman professional army, based on an extraordinary collection
of company roster-books, sheds light on the identity of over 13,000 individuals, soldier by soldier, the origin
and background of their officers, the conditions of their lodgings, and the good state of their equipment.
Chapter three follows the first campaign of 1635 alongside French and Savoyard contingents at the failed
siege of Valenza, and the logistical difficulties of organizing such large-scale operations. Another chapter
examines the financial expedients the duchy adopted to fend off incursions on all its borders in 1636, and
how militia contingents on both sides were drawn into the fighting. A final chapter relates the Spanish
invasion and occupation which forced duke Odoardo to make a separate peace. The volume includes a
detailed assessment of the impact of war on civilians based on parish registers for city and country. The
application of the laws of war was largely nullified by widespread starvation, disease and routine sex-
selective infanticide. These quantitative analyses, supported by maps and tables, are among the most detailed
anywhere in Europe in the era of the Thirty Years' War.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Chamberland:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his
Subjects in the Thirty Years' War.

Melinda Gregory:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese,
Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the Thirty Years' War is simple bringing you can read it in
the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lynn Kelley:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of
Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the Thirty Years' War which is getting the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's view.

Priscilla Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Hero of
Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the Thirty Years' War.
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