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This book presents a general explanation of how states develop their foreign policy. The theory stands in
contrast to most approaches--which assume that states want to maximize security--by assuming that states
pursue two things, or goods, through their foreign policy: change and maintenance. States, in other words, try
both to change aspects of the international status quo that they don't like and maintain those aspects they do
like. A state's ability to do so is largely a function of its relative capability, and since national capability is
finite, a state must make trade-offs between policies designed to achieve change or maintenance.

Glenn Palmer and Clifton Morgan apply their theory to cases ranging from American foreign policy since
World War II to Chinese foreign policy since 1949 to the Suez Canal Crisis. The many implications bear
upon specific policies such as conflict initiation, foreign aid allocation, military spending, and alliance
formation. Particularly useful are the implications for foreign policy substitutability. The authors also
undertake statistical analyses of a wide range of behaviors, and these generally support the theory.

A Theory of Foreign Policy represents a major advance over traditional analyses of international relations.
Not only do its empirical implications speak to a broader range of policies but, more importantly, the book
illuminates the trade-offs decision makers face in selecting among policies to maximize utility, given a state's
goals.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Here thing why this particular A Theory of Foreign Policy are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. A Theory of Foreign Policy giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with A Theory of Foreign Policy. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Theory of
Foreign Policy in e-book can be your alternate.

Omar Carter:

The publication with title A Theory of Foreign Policy includes a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Bradley Harshbarger:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Theory of Foreign Policy which
is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Lawrence Hurst:

You can get this A Theory of Foreign Policy by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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