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Magic has a price. But someone else will pay. Every time a spell is cast, a bit of bramble sprouts, sending up
tangling vines, bloody thorns, and threatening a poisonous sleep. It sprouts in tilled fields and in neighbors'
roof beams, thrusts up from between street cobbles, and bursts forth from sacks of powdered spice. A bit of
magic, and bramble follows. A little at first, and then more--until whole cities are dragged down under
tangling vines and empires lie dead, ruins choked by bramble forest. Monuments to people who loved magic
too much.

In the paired novellas, The Alchemist & The Executioness, award-winning authors Tobias Buckell and Paolo
Bacigalupi explore a shared world where magic is forbidden and its use is rewarded with the axe. A world of
glittering memories and a desperate present, where everyone uses a little magic, and someone else always
pays the price.

In the beleaguered city of Khaim, a lone alchemist seeks a solution to a deadly threat. The bramble, a plant
that feeds upon magic, now presses upon Khaim, nourished by the furtive spellcasting of its inhabitants and
threatening to strangle the city under poisonous vines. Driven by desperation and genius, the alchemist
constructs a device that transcends magic, unlocking the mysteries of bramble's essential nature. But the
power of his newly-built balanthast is even greater than he dreamed. Where he sought to save a city
and its people, the balanthast has the potential to save the world entire--if it doesn't destroy him and his
family first.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Mullins:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Alchemist.
All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Robert Monson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Alchemist.

Joseph Haner:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually The Alchemist.

Nicholas Ko:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually The Alchemist. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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