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Long considered Melville's strangest novel, The Confidence-Man is a comic allegory aimed at the optimism
and materialism of mid-nineteenth century America. A shape-shifting Confidence-Man approaches
passengers on a Mississippi River steamboat and, winning over his not-quite-innocent victims with his
charms, urges each to trust in the cosmos, in nature, and even in human nature--with predictable results. In
Melville's time the book was such a failure he abandoned fiction writing for twenty years; only in the
twentieth century did critics celebrate its technical virtuosity, wit, comprehensive social vision, and wry
skepticism.

This scholarly edition includes a Historical Note offering a detailed account of the novel's composition,
publication, reception, and subsequent critical history. In addition the editors present the twenty-six
surviving manuscript leaves and scraps with full transcriptions and analytical commentary.

This scholarly edition aims to present a text as close to the author's intention as surviving evidence permits.
Based on collations of both editions publishing during Melville's lifetime, it incorporates 138 emendations
made by the present editors. It is an Approved Text of the Center for Editions of American Authors (Modern
Language Association of America).
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Confidence-Man: His
Masquerade is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Sarah Brumfield:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Confidence-Man: His Masquerade as your
daily resource information.

John Bennett:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The Confidence-Man: His
Masquerade.

Blanche Jackson:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Confidence-Man: His Masquerade can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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