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This volume surveys the development of the American musical during the 20th century by focusing on one
of the most important yet least recognized members of the creative team: the lyricist. From George M. Cohan
and Irving Berlin through Oscar Hammerstein II, Alan Jay Lerner, Ira Gershwin, Stephen Sondheim, and
others, Word Crazy examines both well-known and obscure writers who have shaped one of America's most
beloved theatrical forms. The author offers an overview of each lyricist's career and works and evaluates his
or her strengths, weaknesses, patterns, temperament, and personal vision. The result is an unusual critical
history of the Broadway musical that will be of significant interest to students of the theatre as well as to
anyone who wishes to learn more about the unique craft of the theatre lyricist.

Beginning with George M. Cohan, the American theatre's first important lyricist, and continuing up into the
1980s, the book presents an overall history of the musical theatre during this century. Hischak explores the
various trends and movements, from the early operettas through the arrival of jazz, and up through the
conceptual musicals of the last 30 years. The treatment is chronological with most chapters focusing on a
single lyricist. A bibliography and index complete the volume. By reviewing the careers and works of
America's most influential theatre lyricists, Hischak offers a fresh new perspective on the evolution of
musical theatre in America.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Word Crazy: Broadway Lyricists from Cohan to
Sondheim. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book Word Crazy: Broadway Lyricists from Cohan to Sondheim. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Tiara Garcia:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Word Crazy:
Broadway Lyricists from Cohan to Sondheim book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Robin Curtin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Word Crazy: Broadway Lyricists from Cohan to Sondheim
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Garza:

You can get this Word Crazy: Broadway Lyricists from Cohan to Sondheim by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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