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One of the twentieth century's greatest composers, Duke Ellington (1899–1974) led a fascinating life.
Beyond Category, the first biography to draw on the vast Duke Ellington archives at the Smithsonian
Institution, recounts his remarkable career: his childhood in Washington, D.C., and his musical
apprenticeship in Harlem; his long engagement at the Cotton Club; the challenging years of the depression;
his tours to Europe and into America's deep South, where he helped lower racial barriers; the postwar years
when television and bebop threatened to eclipse the big bands; Ellington's own triumphant comeback at the
1956 Newport Jazz Festival; his collaborations with Billy Strayhorn, Johnny Hodges, and Ella Fitzgerald; as
well as five decades of hits and masterpieces that constantly broke new ground.The art of Duke Ellington
was a musical expression of the African-American experience, in all its pain, pride, and glory. He composed
his music as he composed his life—with flair, passion, and individuality—and no book reveals the man and
his artistic evolution more brilliantly than Beyond Category.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hartung:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington.

Omar Stewart:

Typically the book Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Thelma Olivares:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington.

Katherine Khan:

This Beyond Category: The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington is new way for you who has attention to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Beyond Category:
The Life And Genius Of Duke Ellington can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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