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Few people would have expected bloodshed in Kansas Territory. After all, it had few slaves and showed few
signs that slavery would even flourish. But civil war tore this territory apart in the 1850s and 60s, and
"Bleeding Kansas" became a forbidding symbol for the nationwide clash over slavery that followed.

Many free-state Kansans seemed to care little about slaves, and many proslavery Kansans owned not a single
slave. But the failed promise of the Kansas-Nebraska Act-when fraud in local elections subverted the settlers'
right to choose whether Kansas would be a slave or free state-fanned the flames of war. While other writers
have cited slavery or economics as the cause of unrest, Nicole Etcheson seeks to revise our understanding of
this era by focusing on whites' concerns over their political liberties. The first comprehensive account of
"Bleeding Kansas" in more than thirty years, her study re-examines the debate over slavery expansion to
emphasize issues of popular sovereignty rather than slavery's moral or economic dimensions.

The free-state movement was a coalition of settlers who favored black rights and others who wanted the
territory only for whites, but all were united by the conviction that their political rights were violated by
nonresident voting and by Democratic presidents' heavy-handed administration of the territories. Etcheson
argues that participants on both sides of the Kansas conflict believed they fought to preserve the liberties
secured by the American Revolution and that violence erupted because each side feared the loss of
meaningful self-governance.

Bleeding Kansas is a gripping account of events and people-rabble-rousing Jim Lane, zealot John Brown,
Sheriff Sam Jones, and others-that examines the social milieu of the settlers along with the political ideas
they developed. Covering the period from the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act to the 1879 Exoduster Migration, it
traces the complex interactions among groups inside and outside the territory, creating a comprehensive
political, social, and intellectual history of this tumultuous period in the state's history.

As Etcheson demonstrates, the struggle over the political liberties of whites may have heightened the turmoil
but led eventually to a broadening of the definition of freedom to include blacks. Her insightful re-
examination sheds new light on this era and is essential reading for anyone interested in the ideological
origins of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil
War Era as your daily resource information.

Jennie Groth:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
guide. The book Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Kimberly Hutton:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is Bleeding Kansas:
Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era.

Angela Strange:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era when you necessary it?
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