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Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of Reform Judaism
The work of a coterie of dynamic women—not the brainchild of Reform Judaism’s male leaders, as is often
thought—Women of Reform Judaism has been a force in the shaping of American Jewish life since its
founding as the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods in 1913. The synergy of Reform Judaism’s
universalist ideas and the women’s emancipation movement in the early twentieth century made the
synagogue auxiliary a natural platform for women to assume new leadership roles in their synagogues, in
Reform Judaism, and in American society. These “sisterhoods” have stood for the solidarity among
synagogue women as well as the commitment of these women to important social action issues. Called
Women of Reform Judaism since 1993, this oldest federation of women’s synagogue auxiliaries has grown
from 52 temple sisterhoods to 500 and a membership of over 65,000 women, today a vibrant international
women’s organization.

Women of Reform Judaism, in cooperation with The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish
Archives and Hebrew Union College Press, marks its centennial anniversary with this collection of new
scholarly essays which looks back at its history in order to understand how the hopes and dreams of its
founders have come to fruition. Armed with the rich archival resources of The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of
the American Jewish Archives, including Proceedings of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods,
1913-1955, eighteen scholars contributed essays on the spectrum of Women of Reform Judaism’s activities,
including their funding of Hebrew Union College during the Great Depression, their support for Jewish
education through production of a substantial women’s Torah commentary designed to edify lay people as
well as scholars and clergy, their promotion of Jewish foodways and art through publication of cookbooks
and support of synagogue gift shops, their invention of the Uniongram as a formidable fundraising tool on a
par with the Girl Scout cookie, and their efforts to safeguard Jewish continuity through support of youth
activities (NFTY).

Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of Reform Judaism fills a void in the study of women’s
philanthropic organizations, as the contributions of women to the American synagogue has not yet enjoyed
sustained attention. Scholars, clergy, and laypeople interested in the history of American Jewish life and the
distinctive place of women in American religious history will benefit from the rich insights and perspectives
in these essays.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Brown:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women
of Reform Judaism. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Antonia Parham:

This Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of Reform Judaism usually are reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of
Reform Judaism can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of Reform Judaism
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Teresa Riggs:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of
Reform Judaism can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Charles Aranda:

This Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of Reform Judaism is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Sisterhood: A Centennial History of Women of Reform Judaism in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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