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In a famous passage in The Red and the Black, the French writer Stendhal described the novel as a mirror
being carried along a roadway. In the twentieth century this was derided as a naïve notion of realism. Instead,
modern writers experimented with creative forms of invention and dislocation. Deconstructive theorists went
even further, questioning whether literature had any real reference to a world outside its own language, while
traditional historians challenged whether novels gave a trustworthy representation of history and society.

In this book, Morris Dickstein reinterprets Stendhal's metaphor and tracks the different worlds of a wide
array of twentieth-century writers, from realists like Theodore Dreiser, Sinclair Lewis, Edith Wharton, and
Willa Cather, through modernists like Franz Kafka and Samuel Beckett, to wildly inventive postwar writers
like Saul Bellow, Günter Grass, Mary McCarthy, George Orwell, Philip Roth, and Gabriel García Márquez.
Dickstein argues that fiction will always yield rich insight into its subject, and that literature can also be a
form of historical understanding. Writers refract the world through their forms and sensibilities. He shows
how the work of these writers recaptures--yet also transforms--the life around them, the world inside them,
and the universe of language and feeling they share with their readers.

Through lively and incisive essays directed to general readers as well as students of literature, Dickstein
redefines the literary landscape--a landscape in which reading has for decades been devalued by society and
distorted by theory. Having begun with a reconsideration of realism, the book concludes with several essays
probing the strengths and limitations of a historical approach to literature and criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Ashton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World. Try to make the
book A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jackie Lafond:

This A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This specific A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World without we recognize
teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A Mirror
in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This A Mirror in
the Roadway: Literature and the Real World having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Melanie Moore:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World book is readable
by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer of A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World content conveys the idea
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different such as it. So , do you still thinking A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real World is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Christine Hughes:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular A Mirror in the Roadway: Literature and the Real
World can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing



more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Mirror in the Roadway:
Literature and the Real World.
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