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For the Plains Indians, the period from 1750 to 1890, often referred to as the traditional period, was an
evolutionary time. Horses and firearms, trade goods, shifting migration patterns, disease pandemics, and
other events associated with extensive European contact led to a peak of Plains Indian influence and success
in the early nineteenth century. Ironically, that same European contact ultimately led to the devolution of
traditional Plains Indian society, and by 1870 most Plains Indian peoples were living on reservations.

In The Plains Indians Paul H. Carlson charts the evolution and growth of the Plains Indians through this
period of constant change. Carlson examines, among other aspects of these tribal groups, the horse and bison
culture, the economy and material culture, trade and diplomacy, and reservation life. In its examination of
cultural change, The Plains Indians relies heavily on Indian voices and stresses an Indian viewpoint.

Carlson argues that the Plains Indians were neither passive recipients of these cultural changes nor helpless
victims. They took what was new and adapted it to and integrated it into their own culture. Even when faced
with a significantly altered life on the reservations, the Plains Indians, "without abandoning their cultural
base[,] . . . adopted sedentary lifeways and shifted

toward new life patterns, new sodalities, and different characteristics of community."

Carlson also investigates the role of the environment in the lives of the plains tribal groups. The ecological
exploitation of bison was an integral part of their society; both their material and spiritual worlds depended
on bison. The Plains Indians, while not living in perfect harmony with the environment, to some extent
adjusted their hunting practices, religious ceremonies, and social organization to the seasons, the bison, and
other environmental factors, such as the herding requirements of their horses.

The Plains Indians is a clear, well written narrative history of the Plains Indians during a vital and well
known era in Indian and American history. Those interested in Indian anthropology and history will value
this cohesive overview of Plains Indian society and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Quintanar:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Plains Indians (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series
in the West and Southwest) as the daily resource information.

Margaret Honig:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. The Plains Indians (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Christine Mata:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Plains Indians (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in
the West and Southwest) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Plains Indians (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Louise O\'Neill:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Plains Indians (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot
to other place.
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