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Proponents of the new regional history understand that regional identities are constructed and contested,
multifarious and not monoalithic, that they involve questions of dominance and power, and that their nature is
inherently political. In thislively new book, writing in the spirit of these understandings, Kent Ryden
engagingly examines works of American regional writing to show us how literary partisans of place create
and recreate, attack and defend, argue over and dramatize the meaning and identity of their regionsin the
pages of their books.

Cleverly drawing upon mathematical models that complement his ideas and focusing on both classic and
contemporary literary regionalists, Ryden demonstrates that regionalism, in the cultural sense, retains a great
deal of power as aframework for literary interpretation. For New England he examines such writers as
Rabert Frost and Hayden Carruth, Mary E. Wilkins Freeman and Edith Wharton, and Carolyn Chute and
Russell Banks to demonstrate that today’ s regionalists inspire closer, more democratic readings of life and
landscape. For the West and South, he describes Wallace Stegner’ s and William Faulkner’s use of region to,
respectively, exclude and evade or confront and indict. For the Midwest, he focuses on C. J. Hribal, William
Least Heat-Moon, Paul Gruchow, and others to demonstrate that midwesterners continually construct the
past anew from the materials at hand, filling the seemingly empty midlands with history and significance.

Ryden reveal s that there are many Wests, many New Englands, many Souths, and many Midwests, al

raising similar issues about the cultural politics of region and place. Writing with appealing freshness and a
sense of adventure, he shows us that place, and the stories that emerge from and define place, can be a source
of subversive energy that blunts the homogenizing force of region, inscribing marginal places and people
back onto the imaginative surface of the landscape when we read it on a place-by-place, |andscape-by-
landscape, book-by-book basis.
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From reader reviews:
Alan Williams:

Why? Because this Sum of the Parts: The Mathematics and Politics of Region, Place, and Writing (American
Land & Life) isan unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of rewards than the other book get
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that
book? If | were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Babara L opez:

Sum of the Parts. The Mathematics and Politics of Region, Place, and Writing (American Land & Life) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but neverthel ess delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Sum of the Parts. The Mathematics and Politics of Region, Place, and
Writing (American Land & Life) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Paul Norris;

This Sum of the Parts: The Mathematics and Politics of Region, Place, and Writing (American Land & Life)
isgreat publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it details accurately using great
arrange word or we can say no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole detailsinit. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Sum of the Parts: The Mathematics and Politics of Region, Place, and
Writing (American Land & Life) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this book
aready do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that
will?

Carlos M oses;

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to abtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and



soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you is Sum of the Parts. The Mathematics and Politics of Region, Place, and Writing (American Land &
Life) this publication consist alot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This particular book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain
it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Thisiswhy
this book appropriate al of you.
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