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Although most historians have sought the roots of atheism in the history of "free thought," Alan Charles
Kors contends that attacks on the existence of God were generated above all by the vitality and controversies
of orthodox theistic culture itself. In this first volume of a planned two-volume inquiry into the sources and
nature of atheism, he shows that orthodox teachers and apologists in seventeenth-century France were
obliged by the logic of their philosophical and pedagogical systems to create many models of speculative
atheism for heuristic purposes. Unusual in its broad sampling of the religious literature of the early-modern
learned world, this book reveals that the "great fratricide" among bitterly competing schools of Aristotelian,
Cartesian, and Malebranchist Christian thought encouraged theologians to refute each other's proofs of God
and to depict the ideas of their theological opponents as atheistic. Such "fratricide" was not new in the
history of Christendom, but Kors demonstrates that its influence was dramatically amplified by the
expanding literacy of the seventeenth century. Capturing the attention of the reading public, theological
debate provided intellectual grounds for the disbelief of the first generation of atheistic thinkers.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Longoria:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox
Sources of Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library) book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Atheism in France, 1650-
1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library) content conveys the idea
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but
it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The
Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Doris Rice:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Atheism in France,
1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Atheism in France, 1650-
1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library)is the main of several books
which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Evelyn Ross:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list will be Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of
Disbelief (Princeton Legacy Library). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Timothy Wingo:

You can get this Atheism in France, 1650-1729, Volume I: The Orthodox Sources of Disbelief (Princeton
Legacy Library) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just



looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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