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From Victorian anxieties about syphilis to the current hysteria over herpes and AIDS, the history of venereal
disease in America forces us to examine social attitudes as well as purely medical concerns. In No Magic
Bullet, Allan M. Brandt recounts the various medical, military, and public health responses that have arisen
over the years--a broad spectrum that ranges from the incarceration of prostitutes during World War I to the
establishment of required premarital blood tests.

Brandt demonstrates that Americans' concerns about venereal disease have centered around a set of social
and cultural values related to sexuality, gender, ethnicity, and class. At the heart of our efforts to combat
these infections, he argues, has been the tendency to view venereal disease as both a punishment for sexual
misconduct and an index of social decay. This tension between medical and moral approaches has
significantly impeded efforts to develop "magic bullets"--drugs that would rid us of the disease--as well as
effective policies for controlling the infections' spread.
In the paper edition of No Magic Bullet, Brandt adds to his perceptive commentary on the relationship
between medical science and cultural values a new chapter on AIDS. Analyzing this latest outbreak in the
context of our previous attitudes toward sexually transmitted diseases, he hopes to provide the insights
needed to guide us to the policies that will best combat the disease.
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From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

Here thing why this specific No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States
Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. No Magic
Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880 (Oxford
Paperbacks). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the
United States Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) in e-book can be your alternative.

Barbara Palmer:

This No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880 (Oxford
Paperbacks) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880
(Oxford Paperbacks) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States
Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gavin Wilkins:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love No Magic Bullet: A Social
History of Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks), you could enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

James Sanford:

The book untitled No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880
(Oxford Paperbacks) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with



easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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